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To help make college more
affordable for more students,
Ohio State is challenging the
community to help raise 
$100 million to pay for scholar-
ships for needy and high-
achieving students from all 88
Ohio counties.

Campus officials will unveil
“The Ohio Scholarship Chal-
lenge” today at the trustees
meeting. Head football coach
Urban Meyer and head men’s
basketball coach Thad Matta
will co-chair the campaign.

“Our land-grant mission calls
for us to be the front door to the
American Dream for talented
young people, regardless of
their families’ financial circum-
stances,” OSU President E.
Gordon Gee said. 

“These scholarships will give
students from all corners of our
state a unique opportunity to
realize their full promise and
potential and contribute to
Ohio’s future.”

The challenge comes on the
heels of a similar fundraising
campaign launched in 2008
called “Students First, Students 

Higher education

OSU wants
$100 million
for in-state
scholarships
By Encarnacion Pyle
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See Scholarships Page B2

Gov. John Kasich has a 
$2.1 million head start on the
field for his 2014 re-election
effort.

The Republican governor
raised nearly $1 million and
hosted two fundraisers last year
for his eventual bid against a
currently unknown challenger,
according to annual campaign-
finance reports that were due
yesterday.

The potential Kasich chal-
lenger who has dropped the
strongest hints of a run —
Democratic Cuyahoga County
Executive Ed FitzGerald — has
about $181,300 on hand for his
county office campaign after
raising about $306,000 last year.
FitzGerald could not directly
transfer his county campaign
money into an account for the
governor’s race. 

Politics

Gov. Kasich
loads up on
cash: $2.1M
so far for ’14
By Joe Vardon
and Darrel Rowland
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See Cash Page B8

Ohio has more environmentally friendly school projects than any
other state. • But now the group that has defined “green” when it
comes to architecture wants to know just how much it helps to
build a school with the environment in mind. • Ohio is the test-

ing ground for a new study by the central Ohio chapter of the U.S. Green
Building Council, which created the certification program called Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design, or LEED. • The voluntary program
certifies buildings based on how many green measures are incorporated.

EAMON QUEENEY DISPATCH

Third-grade teacher Erica Riesen helps, from left, Kendhyl Wilder, Sloane Shock and Nathan Aweshaw, all 8, create a putt-putt
course out of recycled materials in the Wellington School. The building is LEED certified, with many “green” features.

Get the ‘green’ light
Study to
evaluate

state school
buildings

friendly to
environment

See Schools Page B5

By Sarah Bowman • THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

At St. John’s Evangelical
Protestant Church, leaders take
seriously their job of protecting
the flock. 

Even before the shooting
that left more than two dozen
dead at an elementary school
in Newtown, Conn., in Decem-

ber, surveillance cameras mon-
itored the Downtown church’s
grounds, visitors had to be
buzzed into offices, and ushers
were trained in how best to
respond to emergencies. 

But the discomfort level rises

when the discussion turns to
the best way to handle a weap-
on-bearing intruder, said the
Rev. Virginia Lohmann Bau-
man, senior pastor over the
United Church of Christ com-
munity of about 350. Like
people at many other worship
places, St. John’s members
don’t feel that armed security
guards belong in the sanctuary.

“All of us are being chal-
lenged in the post-Sandy Hook
world to evaluate how best we
might protect our congrega-
tions and others, while at the
same time living our faith,
which is a faith of nonvio-
lence,” Lohmann Bauman
said.

Faith & values

More congregations consider use of armed guards
By JoAnne Viviano
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See Guards Page B7

" Concealed-carry classes taught
in some area churches #B6
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A growing number of
security consultants are
advising religious leaders
to consider having trained,
armed guards at services.
But it’s a tough sell in
communities that are
largely rooted in the con-
cept of “Thou shalt not
kill.” 

Religious leaders need
to consider the possibility
that an armed response
sometimes could be the
only way to save congre-
gants’ lives, said Jim Irvine,
the chairman of the Buck-
eye Firearms Association.

“If Jesus and Satan are
sitting together in your
church, and Satan starts
killing people, do you
want Jesus to sit there and
do nothing?” 

At the Noor Islamic
Cultural Center in Dublin,
an armed police officer
patrols near the mosque
on Fridays, while an un-
armed security team is
on-site at certain other
times, said Dr. Adil Kata-
bay, chairman.

A handful of other cen-
tral Ohio religious leaders
also confirmed that armed
security patrols are pre-
sent during services or
special events, but they
declined to go on the
record because of reluc-

tance to reveal security
policies. 

“There is a wake-up call
that’s being heeded,” said
Carl Chinn, a Colorado-
based security profession-
al and author of Evil In-
vades Sanctuary: The Case
for Security in Faith-Based
Organizations. 

“For many years, those
of us in faith-based man-
agement just didn’t think
anything would happen. ...
We just thought we were
immune.” 

Since 1999, Chinn has
recorded 638 deadly force
incidents resulting in 427
deaths at faith-based
organizations in the U.S.,
including 135 incidents
and 75 deaths last year.
The statistics include
abductions, attacks, sui-
cides and suspicious
deaths, plus intervention/
protection efforts. The top
known causes were rob-
bery and spillover from
violent domestic relation-
ships.

Religious leaders who
are reluctant to add guards
are starting to take other
steps to increase security,
such as installing cameras,
said the Rev. Norman
Brown, pastor of J. Jireh
Ministries, a church of
about 20 on the Near East
Side. Religious leaders in
the community “trust and
believe God will protect
and provide,” but they also

have the responsibility to
do their part, Brown said.

People with two-way
radios monitor entrances
at Grace Fellowship, a
church of about 1,400 that
meets in Pickerington
Central High School, elder
Chris Smith said. Key
people throughout the
building, including the
teachers in children’s
programs, also have ra-
dios. 

Smith said the church
will move into a new
building this fall and has
been working with the
builder on security mea-
sures, such as the ability to
lock down some areas.

The central Ohio Jewish
community has been
working with local and
federal law-enforcement
agencies since at least
2006 to assess risks at
synagogues, schools and
agencies and to imple-
ment plans and training,
said Bill Franklin, vice
president of community
services and finance at the
Jewish Federation of Co-
lumbus.

For Jews, “there’s less
reluctance because there’s
more risk — we tend to be
more of a targeted group,”
Franklin said. “But, obvi-
ously, Sandy Hook brings
to light that we’re all at
risk.”

jviviano@dispatch.com
@JoAnneViviano
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Christ Lutheran Church

 

2314 East Main Street, Bexley, Ohio 43209
Lead Paster: Tim Iseringhausen - Associate Pastor: Denny Asp

614-235-2314   www.christbexley.org
FEBRUARY 3, 2013 

8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship,                     9:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
            10:10 a.m. Christian Education                     11:15 a.m. Traditional Worship

FEBRUARY 13, 2013
Ash Wednesday Worship Services  -   Noon and 7:00 p.m.

RADIO MINISTRY
At 8:00 a.m. hear Pastor Tim’s sermon on Sunday on WMNI 920AM

www.christchurchanglican.org
43 W. 4th Ave. (Just west of High St.)

Traditional Service
Sundays at 10:00am

Contemporary Service
Saturdays at 5:00pm

Looking for something more? 
Come worship together, find community and connect 
with God in the historic Episcopal faith.

Downtown

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
A family oriented, mission minded congregation.

www.columbus-lutheran.org
80 E. Markison Ave. 2 blocks East of 1500 S. High St.

443-9491 SOUTH SIDE

AM RADIO 880 WRFD 5 P.M. Sundays

Sunday Services - 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School (All Ages) - 9:15 a.m.

South

DirectoryWorship

Downtown

Downtown

Downtown

For more 
information  
about the  
WORSHIP 
DIRECTORY, 
please contact  
us at 461-5108.

Downtown

The rapid revival of
strict Orthodox Jewish
communities that has
shifted New York City’s
religious demographics
and transformed Israel’s
political landscape has
created a new market
niche for a 115-year-old
Yiddish newspaper.

On Monday, Forverts
(Forward) will launch a
daily news website for
Yiddish speakers who are
bringing the language of
Eastern Europe’s Ash-
kenazi Jews back from its
near-death experience
when millions of speakers
died in the Holocaust.

The New York-based
weekly, launched in 1897
as a crusading socialist
daily for Jewish immi-
grants to the United
States, has been in slow
decline since 1945.

It cut back to weekly
from daily publishing in
1983 and launched an
English-language weekly
in 1990.

“The website is going
for an international audi-
ence,” said associate edi-
tor Itzik Gottesman.

The number of native

speakers, mostly from
Hasidic and yeshiva reli-
gious-school back-
grounds, is now booming
in the United States, Israel
and other countries, Got-
tesman said.

“Research in New York
City said there are 80,000
Hasidim who speak Yid-
dish at home. That pop-
ulation is exploding,” he
said.

In Israel, Yiddish is the
language of many Hare-
dim (“those who tremble
before God”), whose tradi-
tion of large families has
propelled them from a
tiny minority decades ago
to a politically influential 
10 percent bloc of the
population.

About one-quarter of all
Israeli first-grade pupils
are now from Haredi or
“ultra-Orthodox” families.
In the New York area,
more than one-third of all
Jewish children are Hasid-
ic.

“We will have a growing
Hasidic audience,” pub-
lisher Samuel Norich said
by telephone from the
paper’s office in lower
Manhattan.

In its pre-war heyday,
more pious Jews saw
Forverts as anti-religion

and “not kosher.” Al-
though it covers religion,
its editorial line is mostly
secular and liberal.

A vibrant German dia-
lect peppered with He-
brew and Slavic words and
written in Hebrew letters,
Yiddish in the early 20th
century was a major lan-
guage in eastern Europe.

After tens of thousands
of Jews fled the Holocaust
to the United States, and
particularly to the East
Coast, it became an im-
portant ingredient in the
rich mix of the languages
of New York City. Several
words have been adopted
into English such as
chutzpah (brazen self-
confidence) and shlemiel
(chump).

The fastest-growing
Hasidic groups in the New
York borough of Brooklyn
now are tightly knit com-
munities with their own
printed Yiddish weeklies.
Many computers are
equipped with filters to
screen out non-Orthodox

media.
“Our site is not intend-

ed to be for everybody.
Some will be offended by
the photographs of wom-
en,” Norich said. “There
have always been some
Hasidim and yeshiva
people who have read the
Forverts, but usually they
read it underneath their
own Yiddish newspaper
so nobody should know it.

“But on the Internet,
where you can read it in
the privacy of your own
home or laptop, it’s easier
to do what is frowned
upon in the community
and consume forbidden
fruit.”

Forverts’ Yiddish web-
site will include blogs by
Hasidic writers, retaining
the slightly different
grammar and spelling
they use. But the authors
will hide behind pseudo-
nyms to avoid criticism
from their own communi-
ties.

One problem is that
many potential visitors to

the website can’t easily
read Yiddish. Younger fans
may have studied it at
universities as a foreign
language, while older Jews
spoke it with parents or
grandparents but never
learned to read it.

For these users, the
website will also carry
audio reports and videos
with English subtitles.
Written reports from cor-
respondents around the
world will have an online
dictionary so that the
English translation of a
word is only a click away.

“We want to draw peo-
ple whose Yiddish level is
not good enough to read
the printed Forverts,”
Gottesman said.

“The idea of the website
is to be the hub of the
Yiddish cultural world, for
the students, the older
people and the Hasidim.
We hope to get everyone
to this website.”

The English-language
Forward has tripled its
online readership in the
past two years and its
print output has stayed
stable at 29,000 copies a
week, which is estimated
to reach 80,000 readers.

The Yiddish Forverts has
a print run of 2,100 copies

and about 6,000 readers.
Shifting staff to the web-
site, which editors hope
can grow as quickly as the
English website, means
the print edition will have
to be reduced to appear-
ing once every other week.

The print edition will
continue even though
more than half its readers
are in their 80s and 90s.
About one-third of its
subscribers also buy the
English-language paper
because the two are not
simply translations of
each other.

“The Yiddish paper has
much more coverage of
Ashkenazic culture, Yid-
dish culture, European
Jewish history of the last
century and the Soviet
period than the English
paper has,” Norich said.

Half the Yiddish readers
are Holocaust survivors
who arrived in the United
States between 1945 and
1955.

Serving these readers is
a top priority for the non-
profit foundation that
publishes the two papers.

“This is a core mission
for us,” Norich said. “This
is our origin, and we’re not
going to abandon it.”

Trends in religion

115-year-old Yiddish newspaper launching website 
By Tom Heneghan
REUTERS

Buoyed by the growth of Orthodox Jew-
ish communities in New York and Is-
rael, ‘Forverts’ will publish daily news
from around the world in Yiddish. 



Public-safety poll
A recent poll asked American
adults to select the most impor-
tant way to prevent mass shoot-
ings in the U.S. Here is how they
responded: 
! Better mental-health screening
and support: 30 percent
! Stricter gun-control laws and
enforcement: 25 percent
! More emphasis on God and
morality in school and society: 
20 percent
! Stricter security at public gather-
ings: 11 percent
! Fewer restrictions on private
citizens carrying guns: 9 percent
! Other/don’t know: 5 percent
Source: January Religion and Politics Tracking
Survey, designed and conducted by the Public
Religion Research Institute. The telephone
survey of 1,033 adults had a margin of error of
plus or minus 3.5 percentage points.

HOT TOPICS

hen members of his church use the sanctuary to teach con-
cealed-carry handgun courses, Marengo Christian Church

preacher Jeff Copley often stops by. • His advice: “When you put
that gun on in the morning, the first thing you do is pray you will not have
to use it.” • The Morrow County church of 40 to 50 members has been a
concealed-carry training site since at least 2004. Church members who
have been certified as instructors by the National Rifle Association teach
three or four sessions a year. 

B6 THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH METRO&STATE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2013 "

FAITH & VALUES EDITOR
Ruth Hanley .............614-461-5255

rhanley@dispatch.com

FAITH & VALUES REPORTER
JoAnne Viviano .........614-461-5070

jviviano@dispatch.com

CONTACT US

Faith&Values 
Visit The Compass, a religion-related blog at Dispatch.com/faith.

For a list of religious events in,
visit dispatch.com/faith. 

Send event listings to 
gatherings@dispatch.com or 
call 614-469-6064.

EVENT
LISTINGS

Each class attracts 15 to 40
people; most are from the
Columbus area to the south or
the Mansfield area to the
north. 

Although it’s still uncom-
mon, more churches have
begun offering concealed-
carry courses over the past
three or so years, said Jim
Irvine, chairman of the Buck-
eye Firearms Association.
Churches in rural communi-
ties are more likely to offer the
courses, Irvine said, but he
thinks other might as more
churches hear about it. 

“You may have a group of
people who are curious about
this and want this and are
interested in it, ... but they
don’t feel comfortable going to
a gun store taking a class,”
Irvine said. “But if we can do it
within our church, it’s comfort-
able.”

CrossRoads Baptist Church
on the North Side has offered
classes since 2009, as often as a

couple of times a month, the
Rev. Paul Gabriel said. 

Any church members in-
terested in the course have
taken it, so most current par-
ticipants are from outside the
congregation, he said. Attend-
ance has been as high as 200,
ebbing and flowing with the
political climate.

Copley acknowledged that
gun courses might not be
appropriate for all worship
places. But they make sense at

the Marengo church, which is
in a rural area about 2 miles
from I-71. 

Many members of his
church hunt or fish, and the
church sponsors an annual
bus trip to a Cabela’s outdoor-
recreation store in Michigan or
West Virginia, Copley said. It’s
a congregation where mem-
bers can show up in jeans or
drive a truck with camouflage
panels and not worry about
being judged.

On a recent evening, paper
targets were tacked onto
green-backed chairs in the
sanctuary to demonstrate a
lesson in which participants
learn to aim and shoot an
unloaded gun. Per state regu-
lations, the course includes 10
hours of classroom training
and two hours of range train-
ing, usually at the private
range of one of the instructors. 

Some people enroll in the
course because they feel it’s
their constitutional right to
carry a gun, instructors said.
Others have been victims of
crime, including a woman
who was assaulted and a man
who was robbed at a check-
cashing location. 

Deacon Emory Jones, a
below-the-knee amputee,
took the course because he
knows his limitations if faced
with a “fight or flight” sit-
uation.

“It was a matter of wanting
to be able to defend myself,”
he said. “I can’t flee. ... So I
have to be able to fight at that
moment, should something
occur.”

Copley pointed out that an
advantage of taking a
concealed-carry course at a
church is being able to include
the biblical aspect of self-
defense. Among other Scrip-
ture verses, he referred to Luke
11:21, in which Jesus says:
“When a strong man, fully
armed, guards his own house,
his possessions are safe.”

“I believe in the Christian
manifest. Our first response is
to retreat, and that’s what we
teach,” Copley said. “The idea
of having to use a defensive
weapon would be a mental
tragedy in any of our lives.”

His motivation for offering
the course largely comes
down to the concept of “the
one,” he said.

“If we can equip one lady
with the ability to protect
herself in the face of an attack;
if we can equip one man to
protect his children, his family
and himself, then it’s all been
worth it.” 

Marengo Christian Church,
about 35 miles northwest of
Columbus at 3904 Rt. 229 in
southern Morrow County, will
offer its next concealed-carry
course on March 2. Cost is $90
(free to the first 15 teachers or
preachers who register). Visit
www.marengochristian.org
and click on “Events” for de-
tails.

jviviano@dispatch.com
@JoAnne Viviano

Gun classes in the sanctuary? 
Some churches say ‘Amen!’

THOMAS LEVINSON DISPATCH

David Freeman of Cardington completed training on carrying a concealed handgun two years
ago at Marengo Christian Church, which has been offering classes since at least 2004.

By JoAnne Viviano • THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

W

“You ...
pray you
will not
have to 
use it.”
Jeff Copley
preacher,
Marengo
Christian
Church

LifeWay Research twice asked
Americans if they believed that
homosexuality is a sin. The first
survey was in September 2011, the
second in November 2012. The
results:
Yes: 2012.....................37 percent
Yes: 2011 .....................44 percent
No: 2012 .....................45 percent
No: 2011......................43 percent
I don’t know: 2012 .......17 percent
I don’t know: 2011........13 percent
Sources: The November online survey of 1,191
people has a margin of error of plus or minus
2.9 percentage points.

BY THE 
NUMBERS

The pontiff via app
Pope Benedict XVI has launched
an app to allow users to watch live
papal events and video feeds from
six Vatican webcams. The free
Pope App also offers images and
quotes from the pope and sends
out news alerts and stories from
the Vatican. The app is available in
five languages for iPhone and iPad;
an Android version is expected by
the end of February.

RELIGION
TRENDS



Pension officials
won’t seek funds
for Hawaii trip
Two members of the School Employ-
ee Retirement System board with-
drew their requests for reimburse-
ment to attend a conference in
Hawaii, nullifying legislators’ threat to
cut payments for all travel by the
pension fund. It was unclear whether
the officials would go to Hawaii on
their own dime, Public Affairs Editor
Darrel Rowland says. • Page B1

Obama sets sights
on closing prison 
at Guantanamo
In a wide-ranging news conference
yesterday, 100 days into his second
term, President Barack Obama
discussed the complexity of verifying
who used chemical weapons in
Syria, backed the FBI’s handling of a
suspect in the Boston Marathon
bombing and pledged to renew his
efforts to close the prison at Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba. • Page A3

Gas drillers like
Ohio’s friendly 
regulations
Oil- and gas-drilling regulations in
Ohio are some of the most industry-
friendly around and provide almost
no way for local governments to put
up roadblocks. Dispatch Reporter
Dan Gearino heard some oil-compa-
ny officials sing Ohio’s praises yester-
day at an industry conference in
Lewis Center. • Page D1
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Ohio State University
would lose about $115 million
a year, and the total loss for
state public four-year in-
stitutions could top $370 mil-
lion under a House GOP
budget provision that would
provide in-state tuition rates
to any student given college
documentation so he could
vote in Ohio.

But some Ohio Senate
Republicans are ready to flush
the proposal.

Bruce E. Johnson, president
of the Inter-University Coun-
cil, which represents the
state’s 14 public four-year
institutions, said the provi-

Higher education

Colleges
may lose
$370M
By Jim Siegel 
and Ryan Clark
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See Colleges Page A8

Rekindling the raw emo-
tion of Senate Bill 5 from
2011, two House Republicans
plan to introduce bills today
that would “eliminate com-
pulsory unionism in Ohio.”

If enacted, the two bills
would make Ohio a right-to-
work state in both the public
and private sectors by pro-
hibiting mandatory partici-
pation in a union or pay-
ment of union-related fees as
a condition of employment. 

In November 2011, voters
overwhelmingly rejected
Republicans’ effort to sharp-
ly limit collective bargaining
for public employees by 

Labor issues

Allies ready
bills on right
to work
By Joe Vardon
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See Bills Page A8
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Price is $1.50 in areas outside Franklin County.

A responsibility to uphold the integrity of the faith
bound officials to fire a gay Catholic-school teacher
who listed her partner’s name in an obituary, Colum-
bus Bishop Frederick Campbell said yesterday. ¶ Also
yesterday, the teacher — Carla Hale — filed a com-

plaint with the city calling her dismissal from the Clintonville school
a flagrant violation of Columbus’ anti-discrimination ordinance.

Hale, who taught phys-
ical education at Bishop
Watterson High School,
filed the complaint with the
Columbus Community
Relations Commission
under a city code that
makes it a misdemeanor
for an employer to discrim-
inate based on sexual ori-

entation. 
Campbell said earlier in

the day that Hale was not
fired because of her sexual
orientation but because her
“quasi-spousal relation-
ship” with another woman
violates the church’s moral
teaching. He said Hale
violated a teacher contract

and Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Columbus policy
that prohibits immoral
behavior and requires em-
ployees to follow general
church tenets. 

In an exclusive interview
with The Dispatch, the 

DISPATCH FILE PHOTO

Carla Hale, a physical education teacher at
Bishop Watterson High School for 19 years

See Bishop Page A8

Bishop Frederick Campbell, Roman Catholic
Diocese of Columbus leader since 2005

DISPATCH FILE PHOTO

Bishop Frederick Campbell said he had to fire a gay
teacher at Bishop Watterson High School because

he has a “fundamental responsibility” to maintain the
Catholic identity of institutions under his purview.

THE BISHOP’S STAND

By JoAnne Viviano • THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Fruit season
is all about
jams, jellies 
Food, E1

Prepare for 
Tuesday’s
primary at
Dispatch.com

Meyer is leery 
of football's new
playoff system 
Sports, C1
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sion is the only one that he
thinks must be removed from
the two-year, $61.5 billion bud-
get. He testified yesterday before
a Senate Finance subcommittee
dealing with budget issues.

Eight of 14 universities, in-
cluding Ohio State, currently
issue a letter for students who
want to vote in Ohio. But if in-
state tuition rates are tied to the
receipt of such a letter, Johnson
expects every out-of-state stu-
dent will demand one, and
those who don’t get it will sue to
force the university to provide it.

He also said there could be an
unintended consequence: more
out-of-state students applying
to universities in Ohio. In those
institutions that are already near
capacity, that will mean more
rejection letters to Ohio taxpay-
ing families.

John Carey, Ohio’s new chan-
cellor, said the Board of Regents
was not consulted about the
proposal, and many university
officials are worried. “There is a
significant price tag attached
and a lot of questions about it.”

Under the House GOP plan,
an institution must charge in-
state tuition if it provides an
out-of-state student with a letter
or utility bill that the student
can use to show residency and
vote in Ohio. That would mean a
tuition reduction of $5,000 to
$15,000 per student, depending
on the university — money that
is not replaced in the two-year
budget, Johnson said.

Ohio University President
Roderick J. McDavis said the
institution would lose up to 
$12 million, which would “sig-
nificantly impede our ability to
build strong academic pro-
grams.”

Anyone eligible can vote in
Ohio so long as he or she lives
here for at least 30 days before
the election.

To get in-state tuition, gener-
ally a student’s parents must live
in Ohio for 12 months. But if a
parent has a full-time job and
has state-specific documents
from Ohio — such as a driver’s

license, voter registration, etc. —
the student can also be eligible
for in-state tuition. If a student is
being claimed as a dependent
on taxes by someone in another
state, he or she is not eligible for
Ohio’s in-state tuition.

Out-of-state students are
charged more because in-state
students help subsidize uni-
versities through the taxes they
and their families pay.

House Republicans have said
the provision is aimed at low-
ering tuition. But Speaker Wil-
liam G. Batchelder, R-Medina,
talked about out-of-state stu-
dents voting on local issues
when he defended the proposal.

“The real issue is, for local
areas in particular, what happens
after someone from New York
City registers to vote? How do
they vote on a school levy or the
sheriff’s race?” Batchelder said.

“Obviously, it’s possible for
people to become knowledge-
able in those areas, but there is,
to me, a significant question
about, particularly levies, what
the result of having people who

don’t have to pay for them
would do in terms of adopting
those things.”

Democrats and some election
advocates called the voting-
tuition provision a misguided
idea and said it could make
universities reluctant to hand
over documents that allow stu-
dents to vote in Ohio.

“We should let all eligible
voters in this state vote and not
play games at the ballot box,”
said Sen. Nina Turner, D-Cleve-
land, a likely candidate for sec-
retary of state in 2014. 

Sen. Randy Gardner, R-Bowling
Green, chairman of the Senate
education subcommittee, said he
opposes the House provision and
has heard from a “good number”
of senators who feel the same.
“I’m not sure how it could even
operate bureaucratically.”

Sen. Jim Hughes, R-Colum-
bus, a member of the subcom-
mittee, said he has “definite
concerns with that language.”

jsiegel@dispatch.com
@phrontpage

rclark@dispatch.com

Colleges 
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Out-of-state public university students and tuition
Ohio’s four-year public universities estimate they will lose $370 million 
a year from a GOP budget provision that would tie in-state tuition costs 
to a student’s decision to vote in Ohio. 

Source: Inter-University Council

University of Cincinnati

Bowling Green State University

Shawnee State University

Youngstown State University

University of Toledo

University of Akron

Kent State University

Northeast Ohio Medical 

Miami University

Cleveland State University

Wright State University

Ohio State University

Ohio University

Central State University
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1,645

1,525

1,164

1,139

28

5,088

1,545
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1,474
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29,114

$80 million
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$470,000 
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$8.5 million

$18-$22 million
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$370,890,000 
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overturning Senate Bill 5 — a
referendum that might still
have political ramifications for
Gov. John Kasich.

Kasich has since refused to
support any right-to-work
efforts in Ohio — a bid to get a
constitutional amendment on
the ballot is proceeding slowly
— and Democrats were quick
to pounce on news of the new
bills. But Kasich wouldn’t com-
mit one way or the other on the
latest GOP effort.

“There have been 300 bills
introduced so far this year,”
said Rob Nichols, Kasich’s
spokesman. “We don’t weigh in
on all of them, and it would be
premature to do so on these.

“The governor has a big
agenda that’s moving through
the legislature, and he contin-

ues to work on it.”
State Reps. Ron Maag of

Lebanon and Kristina Roegner
of Hudson will hold a news
conference today announcing
their intentions. 

“This means simply that
employees would be free to
choose whether or not to join a
labor union,” Maag said in his
letter seeking co-sponsors,
noting that approval of his bill
would make Ohio the 25th
right-to-work state.

“I strongly oppose this de-
ceitful, misleading, so-called
right-to-work agenda that will
hurt every community in
Ohio,” said Ed FitzGerald, the
Cleveland Democrat and Cuya-
hoga County executive who
could be his party’s challenger
against Kasich next year. “My
promise to Ohio’s working and
middle-class families is that
they will never have to fear
these kinds of attacks if I am

their governor.”  
Asked if he backed the bill,

Speaker William G. Batchelder,
R-Medina, said, “I’m supportive
of any member putting in any
bill that they want to put in.
Nothing further.

“We will obviously visit with
the Senate and governor’s office
to see if they have any support
for it. That would be a key
question, as far as I’m con-
cerned, with what we do.”

Senate President Keith Faber,
R-Celina, said he hasn’t heard
of any plans to introduce a
right-to-work bill in the Senate.

“It’s news to me,” he said of
the House proposal. “We con-
sider things when they pass the
House and come over to the
Senate.”

Dispatch Reporter Jim Siegel
contributed to this story.

jvardon@dispatch.com
@joevardon
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bishop said diocesan officials
“don’t necessarily go looking
for things like that,” but
Hale’s decision to name her
partner in her mother’s obit-
uary made the relationship
public and initiated the ter-
mination process.

As bishop, he said, he has
a “fundamental responsib-
ility” to maintain the Cathol-
ic identity of the institutions
under his purview.

“We do this in an atmos-
phere of care, of calm con-
sideration, but yet out of the
realization that at particular
times we have to make par-
ticular decisions,” he said.
“And they are difficult some-
times, but they do flow from
what we believe, who we are
and how we are to live.”

Hale’s attorney, Thomas
Tootle, has said he sees no
distinction between Hale’s
sexual orientation and her
relationship status. He ar-
gued that neither the teacher
contract nor the diocesan
policy specifically bound
Hale, a Methodist, to abide
by church tenets or to prac-
tice Catholicism. 

“I question whether the
bishop’s statement is consis-
tent with their own cate-
chism, especially under
these circumstances, where
this individual obviously is in
a time of grief and then los-
ing their career on top of
that,” Tootle said.

The Catechism of the Ca-
tholic Church calls gay peo-
ple to chastity and refers to
homosexual acts as “grave
depravity” that close the sex
act to the gift of life. It says
that “under no circumstanc-
es” are homosexual acts to
be approved. 

It also says that gay people
“must be accepted with
respect, compassion and
sensitivity” and that “every
sign of unjust discrimination
in their regard should be
avoided.”

If the Community Rela-
tions Commission moves
ahead with Hale’s complaint,
it likely will take at least four
months to determine wheth-
er it should be forwarded to
the city prosecutor’s office
for consideration, said Napo-
leon Bell II, the executive

director of the commission.
He said it’s the first com-
plaint filed against a religious
organization since he took
control of the office in 2005. 

Bell has said the city law
has no exemption for reli-
gious organizations.

Hale wants her job back
and, along with the city com-
plaint, she is pursuing a
grievance through the local
Catholic teachers union.
Supporters have started a
#halestormOhio advocacy
group, and more than
100,000 people have signed
an online petition seeking
her reinstatement.

Campbell said morality
clauses such as the one in
Hale’s contract have been
common in Catholic dioces-
es for years because of the
belief that employees who
represent the church or
teach in a church organiza-
tion should respect its moral
tenets and other teachings.
He said employees are given
instruction on the issues and
that firing for morals vio-
lations is not common but
does occur. 

The controversy over
Hale’s firing has led to threats
against the Catholic Church,
the diocese and the school. A
spokesman said the diocese
is paying to have a special-
duty Columbus police officer
patrol at Watterson during
school hours and that police
have increased their “drive-
by” presence at the campus. 

“It can be very intimi-
dating,” Campbell said of the
threats. “We are very con-
cerned about that, but we
have to remain steadfast in
the teaching of the church.”

Campbell also has been
criticized for not responding
publicly sooner. He said his
reticence was partly because
of the privacy required by
personnel matters and partly
because of his desire to re-
spond thoughtfully. 

“I have to make certain
that what I say is accurate
and measured because I
don’t want to add to the heat
of this,” he said yesterday.
“People want bold state-
ments right away, and I have
to make sure I understand
what the question is, how it
can be answered and how to
do it in a measured way.”

jviviano@dispatch.com
@JoAnne Viviano
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A form received by Carla Hale from Bishop Watterson High
School says she was fired for “violating diocesan and/or
school policy.” Hale is contesting her firing.

Bishop
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CHILLICOTHE, Ohio —
Gathered with fellow clergymen
at a restaurant here, the Rev.
Tom Razum shared a note he
had received a few years back
from one of the Ohio Death
Row inmates he watched die.

“You helped me to get back
on track, Tom. Your smile and
warm heart gave me the
strength to stop strugglin’ spiri-
tually,” wrote Lawrence Rey-
nolds, who was executed in
2010.

Razum choked up a bit as he
reread the note, saying he
would forever treasure the
sentiment.

“Every time I look at this card,
it brings me to tears because
this man is no longer with us,” 

Prisons
Spiritual healing

Clergy help
Death Row
inmates find
faith, peace
By JoAnne Viviano
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See Death Row Page B3

Before they get past the front
desk, visitors to Dublin schools
will be required to swipe their
driver’s licenses through a ma-
chine that searches for their
information in a national data-
base of sex offenders.

Hits will be handled case by
case, a district spokesman said.

The technology, which cost
the district $34,000 and also
prints visitor badges, is rarely
used in central Ohio schools
but is an example of new efforts
to monitor who has access to
students.

At a new Hilliard school
building that will be open in the
evenings, students will need to
enter an identification code to
get in.

In the Westerville school
district, all students must carry 

School safety

Districts
find ways to
screen out
undesirable
By Collin Binkley
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See Undesirable Page B2

HAVING TROUBLE 
PAYING YOUR
MORTGAGE? 
WE’RE HERE       
TO HELP.

It’s safe, secure and 
available at no cost.

APPLY NOW FOR 
UP TO $35,000.

Greg Reed was tired of see-
ing the SUV parked on his
Victorian Village street last
fall.

It had sat there for a long
time; a long time. 

“Like an idiot, I wait five
months,” Reed said. Then he
filed an online complaint with
Columbus’ 311 call center.

Another month passed

before the SUV was towed
from Highland Street, even
after the city marked its tires
and ticketed it.

Reed has a theory about 

Neighborhoods 

Parkers find ways to avoid city tow
By Mark Ferenchik
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Pushing a car a
few inches is
enough to reset
the clock on the
72-hour limit. See Parkers Page B6
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Lancaster student Dana Thompson, 15, left, gets advice from mom Lois Stewart and teacher Steven Spangler about her iPad.

TEXTBOOK TECH
Move from books

to computers or
tablets at school

requires learning

By Charlie Boss
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See Learning Page B4

The new iPads were getting
the best of some of the Lan-
caster High School students.
• Many struggled to log in

and create passwords for the devices
that will connect them to their teach-
ers and peers inside school and be-
yond this year.
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Razum said. “That’ll always be
the thing that reminds me that I
make a difference.”

Razum is an associate pastor
at Doers of the Word Baptist
Church in Novelty in northeast-
ern Ohio. He drives 200 miles or
so to the Chillicothe Correction-
al Institution every six weeks to
help spiritually prepare Death
Row inmates for execution. 

He and other clergy members
affiliated with What’s Right,
What’s Left Ministries are
among about 300 religious
volunteers who visit inmates at
the prison, warden Norman
Robinson said. He described the
volunteers as one of the pillars
of the spiritual programs at the
prison, which has about 2,800
inmates, including about 130 on
Death Row. 

Members of several faiths
work alongside one full-time
and one part-time Protestant
chaplain. The prison has con-
tracts with other clergy mem-
bers, including a Catholic priest,
a Muslim imam and a Jewish
rabbi.

“Spiritual health is really good
for all of our inmates, and it
really helps their mood,” Rob-
inson said. “Even with the
Death Row inmates, you can see
that, you can see the positive
effects of having faith and the
volunteers coming down to talk
to them.”

The volunteer pastors ac-
knowledge that the men have
done some awful things. 

But the Rev. Fred Hague, an
associate pastor at Doers of the
Word, said the clergymen do the
work because “everyone de-
serves a chance to be saved if
they repent and turn their lives

over to Christ.”
“That’s the wonderful thing,

when men come to repent-
ance,” added the Rev. Ken Sun-
dermeier, the pastor at Cleve-
land Christian Chapel. “There’s
a real victory there.”

The Rev. Lawrence Freeman,
the full-time chaplain, has been
at the Chillicothe prison for
about 25 years and coordinates

religious activities. Since Death
Row moved to Chillicothe about
21⁄2 years ago, he has been to
four executions, which are held
at the Southern Ohio Correc-
tional Facility near Lucasville,
about 40 miles to the south.

“I basically try to prepare
them for death, to be with them
in their last moments of their
life, to assure them that their

journey is supported … and to
make sure that they’re at
peace,” he said. “That would be
the bottom line.”

Some volunteers have been
ministering to Death Row in-
mates for decades, including
the Rev. Ernie Sanders, who has
watched several be put to death.
Sanders, senior pastor at Doers
of the Word, said What’s Right,
What’s Left Ministries worked
with Death Row inmates when
they were housed at the Ohio
State Penitentiary in Youngs-
town and followed them to
Chillicothe.

The group draws clergy mem-
bers from northeastern Ohio. As
many as eight regularly visit
Chillicothe, meeting with about
20 men each time. It’s up to the
inmates whether they want to
participate. 

The meetings are one-on-one
in a visiting area with several
tables, with inmates wearing leg
irons chained to the floor. They
pray, read and discuss Bible
passages; talk about family and
daily challenges; and even share
jokes, Sanders said. “We come
down to cheer them up, but
they end up cheering us up.”

He tells of Death Row bap-
tisms and a wedding and an
inmate who “died with a smile
on his face” because he knew
his children had accepted
Christianity. Among the biggest
concerns for inmates heading to
execution, he said, is being able
to pass along messages, and the
pastors are often given notes
and asked to contact loved ones. 

Some of the men who ask the
pastors to visit really want
someone to help them get off
Death Row, Sanders said, but
that’s not his goal.

“We’re not here to keep them
from dying,” he said. “Every-
body’s gonna die. We’re here to

get them ready to die. 
“Over the years, I haven’t seen

any that came in kicking or
screaming, ... so that means that
we’ve been very successful in
being able to bring them that
comfort that they need.”

For some, the volunteer pas-
tors are their only outside vis-
itors, Death Row inmate Gerald
Hand said. Hand was sentenced
to death for the 2002 fatal
shootings of his fourth wife, Jill
Hand, and friend, Lonnie
Welch, in Delaware County. He
continues to fight his conviction
and death sentence.

He said the clergy visits raise
the spirits of inmates and help
them get along better with oth-
ers. 

“It’s like a visit from family,
but your brother in Christ,”
Hand said. “They are our family
in Christ.”

Freeman holds a memorial
service for each man who is
executed, and Freeman and
Sanders reassure inmates that
death came peacefully, Hand
said.

Razum said he felt calm when
he watched Reynolds die in the
prison near Lucasville. Reynolds
was sentenced to death for
beating and strangling 67-year-
old Loretta Foster, a family
friend who had been his sib-
lings’ baby sitter, in Summit
County in 1994.

The words in Reynolds’ note
to him helped take away some
of the sadness and depression
that came from watching him
die, Razum said. “I just had
peace there because he had
peace.

“He knew he was going to
heaven. ... He knew where he
was going to go, so that gave me
reassurance.”

jviviano@dispatch.com
@JoAnneViviano
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Pastor Ernie Sanders, left, ministers to Gerald Hand and other
Death Row inmates at the Chillicothe Correctional Institution.
Sanders has been helping inmates spiritually for decades.

Death Row
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When Death Row inmate
Mark Wiles asked the Rev. Law-
rence Hummer to comfort him
during his final hours, the Ca-
tholic priest agreed.

“The only thing is, I’m a little
bit afraid of screwing it up be-
cause I’ve never done this be-
fore,” Hummer told him.

Wiles reassured him, saying,
“I’ve never done this before,
either.”

Hummer, a priest for 40 years,
has a contract to counsel Ca-
tholic inmates at the Chillicothe
Correctional Institution. When
Death Row moved to the prison
in 2011, his role expanded to
include men facing execution. 

Hummer, the pastor at 
St. Mary Catholic Church 
5 miles away, visits the prison
each Monday to say two Masses
— one for the general pop-
ulation and the other for Death
Row. About a dozen attend from
Death Row. 

Wiles was baptized as a Ca-
tholic in 2004. He was separated
from fellow inmates for several
days before his 2012 execution
and unable to attend Mass, so
the others had let Hummer
know: “You’ve gotta go see Wiles
because he’s got a date.” 

It was then that the priest told
Wiles to let him know if he
needed anything, prompting
the inmate to eventually ask
him to be his spiritual guide at
the end.

Wiles was convicted of fatally
stabbing 15-year-old Mark Kli-
ma, the son of his former em-
ployers, during a 1985 burglary
at their farmhouse in Portage
County.

Hummer quickly learned that
Wiles had reconciled with God

about what he had done. Two
days before the execution, he
gave Wiles communion. They
spoke of a Bible passage from
the Gospel of John in which a
resurrected Jesus greets his
disciples after his death, saying,
“Peace be with you” — even
though they had abandoned
him. 

Hummer said they both wept
when he told Wiles, “The Lord is
going to meet you in peace, and
I’m sure that fella you killed is
going to be standing right be-
side him to meet you in peace.” 

On the morning of April 18,
2012, Hummer went to the
Southern Ohio Correctional
Facility near Lucasville, home of
Ohio’s execution chamber,
about 40 miles south of Chill-
icothe. 

As several guards stood near-
by, Hummer sat separated from
Wiles by bars and prayed the
rosary. He quietly heard Wiles’
confession. For penance, he told
Wiles to pray, “Jesus, my God,
have mercy on me” as he was

led to his death. About an hour
later, Hummer anointed him
and gave him communion.

“This was very emotional for
me. I anoint people all the time
that are near death, but never
for an execution,” Hummer
said.

The priest told the doomed
man, “Listen, I want you to do
one thing for me when you get
up there. My shoulder’s been
hurting me all morning. I want
you to take care of it. … Then I’ll
know all is well, and all will be
well.”

Hummer also met with Wiles’
sisters and attorneys and tried
to comfort them. He didn’t
witness the execution but wait-
ed at the prison while it was
carried out. About 10:45 a.m.,
Hummer noticed that his shoul-
der had stopped hurting.

“The ones who had been
witnesses said the time of death
was 10:42,” he said. “I just
smiled and realized what had
happened.” 

Hummer, 66, said he had

built an “incredible spiritual
bond” with the 49-year-old
Wiles. The experience, he said,
was “probably the most grace-
filled” of his long life in the
priesthood and something he
hadn’t expected. 

Still, he was emotionally
drained after Wiles’ execution.
He said it only strengthened his
opposition to the death penalty,
which he calls “senseless” and a
“monstrous evil.”

On the day of the execution,
he wasn’t expecting to see a
hearse in a prison courtyard or
that Wiles’ lifeless body would
be carried out in a black sack.
He stayed at the prison until the
hearse pulled away.

“You couldn’t hear a bird
chirping or singing. You couldn’t
hear a cricket,” he said of the
courtyard, which he had cross-
ed to make his death-house
visits. 

“It’s like the birds of heaven
know this is a bad place.”

jviviano@dispatch.com
@JoAnneViviano

Catholic priest forms unlikely bond with Death Row inmate
By JoAnne Viviano
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

The Rev. Law-
rence Hum-
mer, 66, coun-
seled Death
Row inmate
Mark Wiles in
2012. 

PRISONS / SPIRITUAL HEALING
For more on the spiritual life of Death Row inmates, visit Dispatch.com/video


